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attention of the Secretary of War, and be assured, sir, when you are thus about to leave me at the close of a campaign which has been so full of interest, and to the successful prosecution of which your skill and courage have so much contributed, I should do no less injustice to my feelings than to your merits did I not return you my earnest acknowledgments. Be assured, sir, wherever you go, you carry with you my high sense of your services, my thanks for them, and my prayers for your prosperity.
"I am your friend,                     ANDREW JACKSON,
"Major General Commanding.
"For COL. ARTHUR P. HAYNE,
"Inspector General, Southern Division."
To show Jackson's adroitness in omitting the names of men who would be valuable in his service in his reports, and yet getting the proper information to the Secretary of War, but more especially his vigorous protest against the appointment of military officers on the recommendation of members of Congress, this letter will be appreciated.
It seems to me that members of Congress will be struck themselves with Jackson's insight into a practice that has been so hurtful to the public service. The author once walked into the office of Mr. Bayard, the Secretary of State, at Washington, in company with the Assistant Secretary, Hon. James D. Porter, and found the Secretary of State standing up with a paper in his hand. A little flushed, he said: "Porter, what do you think the Kentucky gentlemen have been up here to see me about?" (I had met the two Kentucky Senators and the Representatives as I passed ttp the steps.) Governor Porter said, "What?" "Well," said Mr. Bayard, "they came up here to remonstrate against an appointment I had made, and I pulled out this paper (the one lie had in his hand), and showed them that they had all signed a recommendation for his appointment."
They had signed his petition pro forma, and had forgotten it.sible tc the motives from which, for the most part, such recommendations proceed, and events have too often and toe sadly proved how little merit they imply.
